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Diane’s Diary 
Diane Tanner 


We’ve, done it. Our application for full 
Chapter status with Renaissance was ac- 
cepted. What does it mean now that we’re 
part of the Renaissance Transgender 
Association? It’s hard to know exactly. I 
think the long-term effects will be positive. 
I think this will help provide us with more of 
a voice on national issues, issues that can 
affect us locally; issues such as Transgender 
inclusion in hate crimes and employment 
protection legislation. 


Why do we need a voice, and what do 
we do with one? Because there are people 
and organizations out there speaking for 
Transgendered rights. Most are helpful to 
some extent, but they are not all saying the 
Same thing. Dut what arc they saying? 

That’s where we have to take the time to 
educate ourselves so we will understand the 
rhetoric and be able to express our concerns 


to those doing the talking. 


In the meantime, we need to also focus 
on helping ourselves. A starting point for 
this is simply to talk and share more at 
meetings. Our meetings will probably never 
offer an opportunity to go into too much 
depth in terms of formal support, but it can 
be a place that allows us to network and to 
share things with people with whom we have 
a lot in common; some more than others. 
One of the great opportunities the GGA 
offers is to allow us to learn more about 
others, which can lead to a better under- 
standing of ourselves. 


Soruing the Gulf Coast Transgender Community 


On that note, the July business meeting 
should be brief, mainly covering planning 
for upcoming events. Also after the meeting, 
there will probably be a group of us going to 
a Community Center fundraiser “Summer 
Safari". 


Other upcoming events include Lazfest 
on the 4th of July in the French Quarter. 
This is a fundraiser for Project Lazarus. 
This is a fun daytime event with good food 
and drink. Anyone interested in volunteering 
to help out can contact the Webmistress. 
Also on the calendar, there will be a com- 
munity forum (kind of an open mike) on 
Friday, July 9th at the Vieux Carrie 
Metropolitan Community Church. Coordi- 
nated by the New Orleans Mayor’s Advisory 
Committee for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Issues, many local organizations 
(including the GGA) will be participating in 
the panel discussion. 


VOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


BEAUTY HINTS 
Lucette 
Hi Ladies 


I have missed being at the meetings. 
Saturdays are a bad time for me. Working 
on a couple of things - MS Mississippi 
Senior 99 Pageant, Hancock Women’s Club 
year-end reports, VFW Ladies Auxiliary 
year-end reports, etc. And, of course I am 
still representing Mississippi as MS Missis- 
sippi Sr ’98 and making public appearances. 
It has been a great year. I am looking 
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forward to crowning a new MS Mississippi 
Sr in July. Mary Kay is still my top priority. 

Is it Glamour Shots time again? It has 
been quite a while. I know that the ladies 
who participated last time enjoyed it and got 
some great pictures. I have found a company 
in New Orleans who will do them. They are 
very good. I saw their work at the Senior 
Expo ’99 and have used them to take 
pictures for two clubs that I belong to. The 
clubs used the Glamour Shots as a fund- 
raiser and both were very successful. 


I know you have read all the articles in 
magazines, newspapers and periodicals about 
the ’Evil sun’ and how bad it is for you. 
Believe it! Use a sunscreen of at least SPF- 
15. Actually, anyone with fair skin should 
not be in the sun without a hat, sunscreen, 
and covered. Not much fun. But skin cancer 
is one of the most prevalent and dangerous 
forms of cancer there is. Last year, I 
brought some body maps to a meeting and 
passed them out. They are a wonderful aid 
in examining your body - from head to foot - 
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to check on moles and any changes in them, 
abnormal skin lesions, etc. 


I am a sun-worshiper. Still lay in the 
sun. For as long as I can stand it. The older 
I get, the less I can stand it. One of my sons 
tells me that I am the only 70-plus woman 
he knows who worries about getting a tan. 
(How many 70-plus women does he know?) 
If you are wondering why I do not go to a 
tanning salon; I will tell you. They do more 
damage to your skin than the sun. Use 
common sense while getting that beautiful 
tan. 


And, all of us will be stand-outs in our 
white dresses! 


E-MAIL LISTINGS 

{E-Mail Corrections to Tiac@juno.com} 
GGA: Anyone@gga.org e.g. President, etc 
http:\\www.gga.org 
Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 
Marie G: Mariedenig@aol.com 
www.members.aol.com/mariedenig 
Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 
Mike M: lunatic@bellsouth.net 
Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.org 
Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 
Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Dianne B: dbbailey@linknet.net 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Joanne W: joanneco@ix.netcom.net 
Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 
Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 
Dawn D.: Dawn2@earthlink.net 
Chris K: Chrise@Concentric.net 
http://www.concentric.net/ ~ chmse/ 
INDEX.HTML 
Leslie Gill: Snotco@aol.com 
Nicole Adams: Nicole2u@aol.com 

ODOOOOOOOOOOOOOWVOO 

LAGNIAPPE! 


{This is your column! The articles submit- 


ted are generally from our readers. We will 
publish your pet peeves; yes!, even your 
positive comments if you happen to like 
something we've done. etc. It doesn’t have to 
be more than a line or two, if long enough, 
we will normally publish it as a full article. 
It can be marked ‘anonymous’, but we do 
need to know who it was submitted by. It 
can even be a personal’ as long as it fits 
our general policy as outlined in the bylaws 
and as summarized in our outreach bro- 
chure.-ed} 


BDOOVOOOOOOHOODHDHOOOO 
Welcome To Chapter Status! 


Angela Gardner 
(Angela@ren.org) 


Hello GGA members! 


I just got your paperwork on Chapter 
Status and I wanted to drop you all a short 
note of welcome. In a week or so I’ll be 
getting your Chapter Manual sent out. I hope 
the opportunity will arise soon for a visit to 
New Orleans so that I can personally say 
thank you for becoming a chapter. 


I am looking forward to working together 
for a better world for TG people, 


Angela Gardner 
Executive Director 


The Renaissance Transgender Association, 
Inc. 


Publishers of Transgender Community 
News, the monthly for the TG community. 


http://www.ren.org 
ODOOOOOOOOOOO OOOO 
Note of Thanks 
Nancy-Shasp— 
{StressGone@aol.com} 
{This article originally appeared in the PFLAG Banner, 
April 1999. Reprinted with permission of the author-ed} 


GGA Celebrates One Year Anniversary 
of Passage of Nondiscrimination Ordinance 


This July marks the first anniversary of 
the passage of the New Orleans Gender 
Identification Ordinance which extends 
protections to gender variant citizens in 
employment, housing, and public accommo- 
dations. Those of us who live and work in 
New Orleans do not take for granted our 
protections and are grateful that several other 


cities have passed similar ordinances since 
last July. As we pause for a moment of 
reflection, we thank those individuals and 
organizations which have extended their help 
to the local transgender community and have 
incorporated us into a single, unified GLBT 
community. We realize that your assistance 
and support made passage of this ordinance 
possible. 
BDOOOODOOOVOOOOOOOO 
With a Wink to Jeff Foxworthy 
Phoenix Fire 
(Drake Pendragon) 
If your wife has ever said to you, “Honey 
are these your pantyhose, or mine?" You 
might be kinky. 
If you are a single guy and ihe Mary Kay 
representative stops by more than once a 
month, you might be kinky. 


If you are a male, and you notice your diet 
is working because your corset is loose, 
you might be kinky. 

If you regard "Do you prefer cotton or 
synthetic ropes?" a great pickup line, you 
might be kinky. 

If you have mysterious hooks installed in 
your ceiling that don’t support hanging 
plants, ceiling fans, or chandeliers you 
might be kinky. 

If you feel sad one day because you notice 
the whip marks faded, you might be kinky. 


If you have ever had to call a locksmith 
after having sex, you might be kinky. 

If you have ever made the differentiation 
between a consensual bruise and a non-- 
consensual bruise, you might be kinky. 


If you have ever noticed a bruise and 


~smniled fondiy, you might be kinky. ~ 


If you have rubber clothing you don’t wear 
in the rain, you might be kinky. 

If you have a female acquaintance you 

refer to as your Mistress a capital "M", 
you might be kinky. 

If you have ever comparison-shopped for a 
dildo, you might be kinky. 

If you have ever bought lube in quart-sized 
bottles, you might be kinky. 

If you have X-rated movies you don’t tell 
the guys at work about, you might be 


kinky 
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All Advertisers Guaranteed T@ Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


classic 
concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 

{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 
Consignment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 
915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 


Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 
454-3048 Myrle McArthur 


864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
2405 Pass Rd Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 


Kosciusko, MS 39090 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $36/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 


@ Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 
Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 
3326 Prytania (504) 899-5754 
New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 
Attorney at LaW 
3723 Canal St (504) 488-1188 
Beeper 551-3957 Fax 488-6302 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


| Mary Kay, South MS | 
Lucette Worrel €01-467-1286 
Independent Professional Beauty 
Consultant 
113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


837-5580 
(office) 


201 Gordon Crocket 
Lafayette, LA 70503 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 
All Widths 
Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 

1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 


Nails by Tina 
Professional Nail Care 
3242 B Popps Ferry Rd 

D’Iberville, MS 
(228) 396-3006 
Mon-Sat 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


Celtic Desktop Services 


Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 
Marie D. Gallagher 
President 


281.508.6018 

pager: 713.615.4276 

fax: 281.615.5782 

e-mail: Mariedenig@aol.com 


a goya salon 


corrective hair specialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


lynn 504-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 


Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
Ste E (upstairs) 646-0256 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


Serenit 


Place 

Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 
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PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliarice(GGA) a 
ENAISSANCE. AFFILIATED GROUP. 
Articles and information contained in 
this newsletter may be reprinted by 
Other non-profit transgender 
Organizations without advance 
permission provided a copy is sent to 
ulf Gender Alliance within 2 months 
after the material is published and 
proper credit is given to author and 
source. 
__ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
welcomed, but may be altered in the 
editing process with the author’s intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no. sexually 
explicit material wili be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
Page should_be accompanied by an 
ASCII (or DOS text) file on 3.5" 
IBM/MS-DOS _ compatible _ diskette. 
(Word Perfect up’ through 7.0 also) 

The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
persons. Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
spproyes guests are welcome when 
cleared through GGA’s officers. Dues 
are $25/year for active membership and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be dropped from the 
mailing list. Members who do not brin 
their dues current within 1 month o 
their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board’s discretion. 


Our phone is: (504) 833-3046. 
All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GGA 
P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 

Cissy G, Conley 

P. O. Box 5085 

Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 


All advertisements and articles must 
be received by the second Thursday of 
the month prior to the following months 
newsletter. Otherwise, expect an 
additional months delay. 

Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 


be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 

Our E-Mail address is: 
GGANOLA@aol.com 


GGA CALENDAR-1999 siiniisMeeting Notice::::::::: 
July 10th - Regular Meeting If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
please contact us at the aforementioned 
August 14th - Meeting in Biloxi, MS address or call us at: 

{Mary Kay Party} (504) 833-3046 
This month’s regular meeting will be 
September 11th - Regular Meeting held July 11th in our usual location in the 
{Movie Night} Greater New Orleans area. For those 
desiring to dress in the room, it is usually 
{See members insert for more open by 3:30 - 4 p.m. Board of Directors 
information on locations} meeting is at 6:30 p.m. and General 


Membership Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Meeting 
location information is included separately 
for members or guests who have been 
interviewed. 
BWOOOOOOOWVOOVHOOOO 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 (713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491-5304 (713) 347-8747 


GGA Officers 


President Diane Tanner 
Vice-president Nicole Adams 
Secretary/Treasurer Cissy Conley 


Board of Directors 


Diane T, Crystal L, Nicole A, 
Cissy C, Tara S, Nancy B, 
Michelle Ryan & Donna O 
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rN ~ a renee 


If you are a woman and own a strap-on 
dildo, but have never slept with another 
woman, you might be kinky. 


If you are a male and your girlfriend just 
answered "yes" to the last question, you 
might be kinky. 

If you have ever seen someone comment 
"How could you ever fit THAT in some- 
one?" when looking at an extra large dildo 
and you just smiled, you might be kinky. 

If you have ever had to go to an emergency 
room to retrieve wristjewelry, you might be 
kinky. 

If there is a line in your budget that says 
"Misc. Leather" you might be kinky. 

If you have ever bought lube based on taste, 
you might be kinky. 

If your wife brings home a new dress, and it 
isn’t for her, you might be kinky. 

If you get your toenails done to match your 
wife/girlfriend/mistress’snails, you might be 
kinky. 

If you have earrings you don’t wear above 
the neck, you might be kinky. 

If you own clothespins but not a clothesline, 
you might be kinky. 

If you sometimes wear a long sleeved shirt 
to hide rope burns, you might be kinky. 

If there are eyebolts in your bed frame with 
nothing connected to them during the day, 
you might be kinky. 

If you look forward to your next enema, you 
might be kinky. 

If you are past puberty, and wear diapers, 
but do not suffer from incontinence, you 
might be kinky. 

If you have ever gone to a party, and 
someone has had to make a “condom run" 
you might be kinky. 

If you are a male and are glad your girl- 
friend has put on a few pounds because now 
your wardrobe is bigger, you might be 
kinky. 

If you are a male and have ever said, "Gee, 
these heels are killing me!" you might be 
kinky. 

If you ever called an electrician to move a 
ceiling fan because "it was in the way" you 
might be kinky. 

If you have ever washed rope in fabric 


softener, you might be kinky. 


If your jaw is sore because you left the ball 
gag in longer than usual, you might be 
kinky. 

If your wife has ever picked up a lipstick 
and said "Honey, this color is you", you 
might be kinky. 

If you have ever called a "housework hints" 
hotline and inquired about how to get candle 
wax out of a bed sheet, you might be kinky. 


If you regard a tattoo as a sexual turn-on, 
you might be kinky. 
If you always make sure you have "the toy 
bag" handy when going to bed, you might be 
kinky. 
If you buy D size batteries in bulk, but don’t 
own a flashlight or portabie radio, you might 
be kinky. 
If you notice someone buying C batteries 
when you are buying D’s and thought 
"wimp!" to yourself, you might be kinky. 
Some of it might not be totally appropriate 
for here, but I think the whole list is too 
funny, if I do say so myself, to leave any of 
it out. 

DOODOOOOOOOOVVHVO 

Is it so Wrong? 
Tri 

Is being a long distance friend that’s ever 
so close too far fetched? Is it so wrong? Is it 
a fictitious dream that one needs to wake up 
from? Is a person so far away, yet close 
enough as a letter too unreal to grasp the 
essence of bonding? Is it so wrong? 


Is it so wrong for a person - regardless 
of their sexuality to want to meet other 
people of the same precious commonwealth? 
Is it just too damn much for 10 minutes a 
day, one day per week to write a brief letter 
to someone who’s aching, crying out, 
desperately seeking just someone... any- 
one... just a crying one whom can share a 
ray of sunshine in a dark and dreary 
moment? Is it so wrong? Well, is it? Is it? 
IS IT? 

What’s that honey, Did you say it’s not 
wrong? Did you say that I should not feel 
like it is so wrong, that I should extend my 
hand further, meet, greet, and comfort those 
far away and bring them to the closeness of 
my heart? Is this what you are saying to 


me... to everyone??? 


Well, for the last two years I’ve been 
trying so hard until the very thought of 
extending my hand out in utter darkness 
chills my loneliness, microfilming it pain- 
fully larger, causing painful hopes. But since 
you feel it isn’t so wrong - this 25 year old, 
6’-2" New Orleans boy will try once more. 
All I need is for someone to say on paper... 
Mike, it isn’t so wrong. So far away, yet 
ever so close. 


Michael J. Dright 294708 
LA State Penitentiary-Mag.2 
Angola, LA 70712 


{Michael does receive the flipside on a complimentary 
basis when the Angola mail room will let it through!- 
ed} QHQNOOHHOOHOOHOOHOHO 


Something to consider . . 
Toni Pizanie 
Psalmwrite@aol.com 


Last week the New York Times had an 
article profiling a prominent transsexual. 


The gist of the article was whether one 
should use"she’ or "he" when referring to 
her or him (I’m serious). I don’t recall that 
they solved it, but in the process he-she 
made two observations that are worth noting. 
The bravest man is not some skydiver but a 
hairy-chested man in drag. Also, someday 
a husband and father will be able to wear a 
dress to work and the only comment would 
be, “Nice dress. How’s that report com- 
ing?" 
DOOOOOOOOOVOOOOWVO 
Time flies 

Lee Frances Heller 

{LoveLettr1 @aol.com} 
Dear Sisters, 

This past month has been good. I spent 4 
hours this morning putting some finishing 
touches on the June Love Letter (LL). I was 
going for 12 pages but I think I'll settle for 
8. I need to type a new mailing list and that 
will take 4-5 days. 

I bought more labels (they’ve doubled in 
price since last time!) and envelopes. Susie 
and crew are standing by to stuff and mail 
em. 

I go to my new Doctor next Monday. I 
am not looking forward to it. I will use her 
only for prescription refills. She knows 
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nothing about me. But I’ll do my best. I'll 
try nothing new ’cause I’m doing OK as is. 
Oh well, praise the Lord. 


The laser surgery on my right eye is 
doing well. I go for a check up on the 17th. 
My need for oxygen has been increased the 
past two weeks but today I have been 
without it since 6 am. . 


Sorry, but I have nothing to complain 
about this month. I guess I’m too engrossed 
in getting LL out in a week or so and my 
thinking is positive. THAT helps!!! 

Thank you for your help and prayers as I 
wend my way to the freezer compartment 
for me at the MS Univ. Hospital Medical 
School where I donated my body. Praise the 
Lord!! Seriously, my gratitude to you is 
great and I hope you all have a good month. 


Let’s pray for one another. God bless 
you and I love you! 


OOOOOOOWOOOOOOOOOD 
KAREN’S KORNER 
Karen Louise Scott 


The first week of June was spent in the 
Smoky Mountains National Park, or rather at 
a nearby motel for me. The rest of the 
family stayed at a cabin in the hills. 


It was our third family reunion, and a 
good time was had by all. The high point 
was riding on the Great Smokey Mountains 
Railway. Riding a train is always a treat, 
especially one pulled by a steam locomotive. 


Karen had to stay in the background, 
While most of the family knows, they are 
not quite ready to see Karen en femme. In 
addition, the town of Franklin, NC is not 
exactly TG friendly. {7 ber North Carolina is a lot 
more cosmopolitan than South Carolina; at least they 
have TG groups there!-ed} 

The truck developed a vibration on the 
way home (my mother and myself). It turned 
Out to be a tire going bad; actually a large 
piece of tread, including a portion of the 
steel belt was gone from the tire. 


I didn’t find this out until I went to 
Firestone today. My mother and I were 
extremely fortunate to get home safely. 
Also, after getting all dressed up, I decided 
I was just too tired to go to the meeting and 
drive home late at night. I still didn’t know 
about the tire at that time. I wanted very 
much to be at the meeting, but it is fortunate 


for me that I stayed home. 


On a sad note, we have lost one of our 
members. This was Jo Ann Zak, who passed 
away after a long struggle with diabetes. Jo 
was one of the first TG’s I met, along with 
Noelle. 


Jo is in a better place for sure, but it is 
still hard to let go. However, Jo would be 
one of the first to say to get on with our 
lives. There is much to be done. Rest in 
peace. 


I am happy Kristina enjoyed herself. I’m 
sorry I missed the June meeting I will be at 
the July meeting for sure. Looking forward 
to seeing every one next time. Have a good 
month. 


290090009 


FROM THE STENOPAD 


Cissy G. Conley 
{My thanks to Diane Tanner for providing this infor- 
mation) 


A very rainy day probably helped hold 
attendance down to around 20 or so. We 
discussed a lot of upcoming events and did 
some planning for our July and August 
meetings. Vicky discussed plans for an 
encore of last year’s Christmas party. 
Kristinia was voted in as anew member. We 
had a few contributors for the exchange of 
clothing and reading material. Amon Ra has 
some events coming up in July and August; 
I don’t have the dates. We actually were 
able to have almost everybody with a name 
tag. 

Well, my three weeks of serving as 
Nurse Nancy, as my sister BJ has been 
referring to me as of late, is almost over. 
She is granting me a brief respite from 
nursing duties to get out the newsletter. She 
has made quite a bit of progress in recover- 
ing from her hip replacement surgery. She 
spends much of the time in a wheelchair, but 
is gradually moving to more time with the 


walker. Even with her limited mobility, we 
are still going out almost every day to eat or 
Tun errands. Spending this 24/7 time as 
Cissy is getting to be habit forming. It’ll be 
difficult to go back to drab next week! 


OOOOOOOODOOOOOOHO 
The Clothing Confusion Conspiracy 
Rachel Miller 
RachelMill@aol.com 


The men trudge in grim-faced. There’s 
no joking about Dilbert, no bragging about 
sexual conquests, no cheering about the 
World Series. They are painfully aware of 
the critical importance of these MS-DOS 
meetings. As Carl approaches the podium 
silence envelopes the room. 


"We all know the problem; what we need 
are solutions. Saying men can’t wear dresses 
while ignoring women wearing pants has 
been getting progressively more difficult to 
defend ever since Rosie the Riveter took 
over our factories in ’42. And comments 
about confusing God’s plan for the separa- 
tion of men and women actually comes off 
as sexist and works against us. 


"The best approach seems to be the fear 
angle that we talked about last time. We’ve 
got to convince women that cross-dressers, 
transsexuals and gays are infiltrating their 
ranks and undermining womanhood and 
women’s rights. We’ve got to make women 
believe that men in dresses and other 
"female" clothing are dangerous to them. 
We’ve got to make women afraid of these 
people. Then we can claim that we are 
defending women -- We aren’t against men 
in dresses; we are against what the conspir- 
acy of men in dresses is doing to degrade 
womanhood. That’s the high road, that’s the 
strategy. Now, what tactics might be 
effective? Yes, Bill..." 


The discussion intensifies as the magni- 
tude of the problem and the price of failure 
become clearer. Alan drifts off in thought... 
If we could only go back to the good old 
days when we kept women barefoot and 


pregnant. They were happy with any small 
concession we gave them. Now they’re 
taking senior management jobs and telling 
their husbands to help clean house and take 
care of the kids. They’ve not only got 
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college sports teams but professionals on 
national television. They are taking over our 
territory. If it becomes okay for guys to 
wear dresses and be compassionate instead 
of wearing pants and being tough, it will just 
continue to blur the line of separation 
between us and them. We’re supposed to be 
in charge. Women are supposed to obey us. 
Oh man, we’ve got to stop these guys from 
wearing dresses. 


...Alan returns to full consciousness just 
as Carl wraps up the tactical discussion. 


"Okay then. The committee will work out 
the details of the top five proposals and have 
them ready for discussion and action next 
week. It is important that you are here for 
that meeting. Meanwhile, we must be careful 
that it never appears that we are trying to 
preserve our positions of power. Any hint 
that we are trying to slow the advance of 
women in society would be a disaster." 


Carl paused and the familiar beep-beep 
of a computer powering up filled the room. 


"Remember! Never write down what 
MS-DOS stands for! Never say it out loud! 
Only whisper it to another member and then 
be absolutely certain that no one else hears 
you. Okay, see you all next week." 


The men trudge out, determined to be 
successful and equally determined to conceal 
their true goals. 

Of course this entire story is fictional. 
No one cares if a man wears a dress, and 
there certainly isn’t a secret society called 
Men Say -- Defend Our Superiority. 
Besides, everyone knows that men have been 
slaving tirelessly for the equality of women 
since Alfred Lord Tennyson sounded the 
drumbeat 150 years ago -- 

"Man for the field and woman for the 
hearth: Man for the sword and for the needle 
she: Man with the head and woman with the 
heart: Man to command and woman to obey; 


All else confusion." 


1. I will present a spiritual seminar at the 
Holiday En Femme in Houston on Friday, 
November 12th. Part 1 is "What Does The 
Bible Tell Us?" -- A logical refutation of the 
legalistic approach based on Deuteronomy 
- 22:5. It includes a study of God’s love and 
compassion. It focuses on His grace that 
frees us from all condemnation. Part 2 is 


"Finding An Accepting Church Home" -- A 
discussion of the practical aspects of finding 
a church that accepts people as they are. It 
describes steps you can take and discusses 
denominations that are more open to trans- 
gendered people. 


2. The complete series of Our Gender 
Family newsletters featured by the Trans- 
gender Community Forum of AOL is 
available on my web site @  “http:- 
//members.aol.com/rachelmill” The ex- 
tremely popular series of articles published 
in The Femme Mirror is also there along 
with those written jointly by Marsha and I 
for The Sweetheart Connection, a newsletter 
designed specifically for the spouses and 


significant others of transgendered people. 
I’m sure you wiil find interesting reading in 
this widely acclaimed material. 


3. My community best seller, The Bliss of 
Becoming One! encourages transvestites to 
integrate their feminine and masculine traits 
through understanding and self-acceptance. 
It encourages revealing our true selves to 


our loved ones, helping those in need in the 
community and educating society. Signed 
copies are available for $15 postage paid 
from Opportunities for Improvement, P.O. 
Box 31475, Oakland, CA 94604. 


4. Your financial support to help defray the 
costs of these much needed educational 
efforts is most welcome. Contributions of 
any amount can be sent to the preceding 
address. You have my thanks and gratitude 
for your assistance in this important work. 


OOO LOO OOOOOOOOOOO 


NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year 
in advance. All events have been 
posted through national 
advertisement or direct contact 


from the promoter. GGA accepts 
no responsibility for the accuracy 
or content of these items. 


DOOO OOOO OOOOOOOO 
S.P.1.C.E. 
Minneapolis, MN 
July 14-18 
Wives/Partners of Hetero CD’s 
Onnalee Graham 
P.O. Box 8591 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
spiceG@triess.com 
OOOO OOOOOOOOOOOO 
SOUTHERN COMFORT 
Sept 21-25 
Atlanta, GA 
P.O. Box 77591 
Atlanta, GA 30357-1591 
(404) 630-6470 
info@sccatl.org 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Holiday En-Femme 
Nov 11-14 
Houston TX 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Dignity Cruise 
Nov 14-21 
melpeg@pmpub.com 
OOOOOOOOLOHOOOOOOO 
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NGLTF Stands Tall for TG Inclusion in 
ENDA 


Phyllis Randolph Frye 
PRFrye@aol.com 


Washington, DC --- June 16, 1999 --- The 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF) released the following statement 
today regarding the Employment Non-- 
Discrimination Act (ENDA). The following 
is attributable to Kerry Lobel, executive 
director of NGLTF. 


Bella Abzug demonstrated great courage 
and conviction in 1974 when she introduced 
this country’s first comprehensive civil rights 
bill banning discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. Civil rights for gay people were 
not a popular cause and she knew at the tiie 
that the bill was many years away from 
passage. Bella knew something that we could 
all stand to learn again it’s not about political 
pragmatism; its about progressive principles. 

The federal Employment Non- 
Discrimination Act (ENDA) is due to be 
reintroduced in the coming weeks. ENDA 
would ban job discrimination against gay, 
lesbian, and bisexual people. We encourage 
debate and discussion in the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender movement about 
the scope and strategy surrounding ENDA. 


NGLTF has been advocating for lan- 
guage expressly covering transgendered 
people in ENDA. We have met with 
members of Congress, advocacy organiza- 
tions and transgender activists. We firmly 
believe that this advocacy process is moving 
the agenda for GLBT equality forward. We 
have been clear that our mission does not 
allow for leaving anyone behind. 


In 1997, NGLTF amended its mission 
statement to include the struggle for equal 
rights for transgendered people. The dis- 
crimination, harassment and violence trans- 
gendered people experience in this society is 


shameful. We believe that there is one 
movement for gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender equality. Federal, state and local 
laws are necessary to end this injustice. 


In fact, transgender inclusion is becoming 
more accepted as part of civil rights bills 
across the country. The state of Minnesota 
includes transgendered people in its non-- 
discrimination law. Many cities include 
transgender protections of some kind includ- 
ing: Cambridge, (MA), Evanston (IL), New 
Orleans (LA), Pittsburgh (PA), Portland 
(OR), Seattle (WA), San Francisco (CA) and 
Santa Cruz (CA), and York (PA). {Also, 
Louisville, KY-ed} 


To build a transformational movement, 
we must take the tisks that challenge 
conventional thinking. When the forces 
against us are strong and feel overwhelming, 
the response cannot be fear and political 
expediency. The true test of democracy is 
how it embraces those who look, act, and 
think differently, not just those who are the 
same. This is the world we dream of one 
that values the worth and dignity of every 
person. 


Without the inclusion of transgendered 
people, NGLTF cannot endorse ENDA. We 
do not oppose ENDA, but advocate adding 
language that is more inclusive. We intend to 
do no harm to ENDA or to the cause of 
GLB equality. But just as our African 
American colleagues in several states have 
refused to move forward on hate crimes 
legislation that covers race but not sexual 
orientation, we too feel obligated to move 
forward together. We will continue to do the 
education and advocacy to raise awareness of 
transgender discrimination. 


Every individual and organization must 
make decisions about the best way to make 
change and move forward within its own 
mission and principles. All who claim to be 
transgender inclusive need to examine 


SUPPORT I.C.T.L.E.P.! 


(International Conference on Transgender Law and Employment Policy) 
Send Contributions to: ICTLEP, Inc (607) 547-4118 


P. O. Drawer 1010 

Cooperstown, NY 13326 
To pay by credit card, send Card Type, Account #, Expiration Date to above address (Sign Form). 
Kither include this notice or state you are a Gulf Gender Alliance Member. 


what they can do to advance the movement 
for transgender equality. We know that our 
colleague organizations are in deep reflection 
about the best way to move forward as one 
movement and we respect that process. 


This is a difficult issue for everyone. 
Principled politics is not a popularity contest. 
Over the years, we have not wavered and 
ultimately our vision has often prevailed. 
This struggle is not the responsibility of any 
one organization or a particular member of 
Congress. This is about a long-term vision 
of a unified movement for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered equality. NGLTF 
is committed to that vision and to making 
this a better society for all of us. 


{Contact: Betsy Gressler, Deputy Political 
Director 202-332-6483 ext. 3306; 800- 
757-6476 pager <bgressler@ngltf.org> 


hittp://www.ngltf.org, 1700 Kalorama Road 
NW, Washington, DC} 


DOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Dad’s Dilemma:...Son’s Nightmare 
Rowan Philp 
{Penni Ashe} 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> } 


{Brenda Lana Smith < Brenda-Lana@blsm- 
ith freeserve.co.uk> } 


"It is not right. He has got problems and 
can never be my daughter. God does not 
make mistakes like that. He has grown real 
breasts, but is swom at and shunned by 
people who don’t understand" 


A family have been torn apart and a town 
divided by a man who is tuming into a 
woman before their eyes. 


Jan Nel has lived in a conservative, 
churchgoing suburb of Nigel, near Springs, 
for all of his 20 years. Now he is Benne- 
-Dean, who for the past two years, has 
sported dresses and real breasts in public. 
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Benne-Dean has legally changed her name 
and carries a new ID book with her new 
identity. 


A "pre-op" transsexual who has all but 
completed her course of hormone treatments, 
Benne-Dean also stubborly insists on living 
in her family home - with a father she says 
won’t talk to her. 


Having experienced years of persecution 
at school, and having made a suicide attempt 


two months ago, Benne-Dean has now 
resolved to help genderbenders around the 
“country embrace their new sex. 


This week she began giving out her 
telephone number - a private line she shares 
with her parents - as a transsexual “help- 
line", and has released a private memoir 
which reveals the hardships she has over- 
come. "There are a lot of real suicides 
among transsexuals, but I’ve decided that if 
I can survive the change in this place, 
anyone can,” she said. "I’ve convinced half 
my family and many people in Nigel that 
I’m truly a woman, so now it’s up to the 
rest to either deal with it or stay out of my 
way. "A lot of people think I’m just a man 
who likes to wear women’s clothes. They 
don’t realize that it has nothing to do with 
sexual behavior. In fact, I’m a virgin." 


Benne-Dean is trying to raise the 
R30,000 she needs for surgery to replace her 
male genitals with female organs. 

Her father, Gieliam Nel , 55, dismissed 
her plan as "nonsense" and refused to refer 
to her as a female. “No! - it is not right, and 
I will not accept it," stormed Nel. "He has 
got problems - it is obvious he can never be 
my daughter, and I will never see him that 
way. God does not make mistakes like that." 
He has since forbidden Benne-Dean to use 
his home phone for her helpline. 


But Nel’s close friend, Hilda Harding, 
39, said she had begged him to accept his 
new daughter because "she has suffered 
enough in this town”. 

Some Nigel residents have objected to 
Benne-Dean using ladies’ public toilets, 
including her church pastor, Dominee 
Maphys Scholtz, 43. "As long as he is a 
boy, I don’t think he should be using the 
ladies’ room at the church," said Scholtz. 
"The town is definitely divided in their 


attitudes toward him, but I think any com- 
munity would be. Although I believe he was 
truly meant to be a boy, it has been part of 
my job to discipline my congregation not to 
judge him - that is for God to do." 

Benne-Dean, who paints and sells 
ceramic pots from home to make money, 
said she hoped to find a career "working 
with children", but added: "It will be 
difficult for me to find work in this small 
town." 

Walking this week into the local Spar, 
where she recently worked as a check-out 
girl, Benne-Dean caused a stir in her 
gathered blouse and highheels. A student 
swore in disgust in her direction before 
turning on his heel, while two matric girls 
pointed, giggled and swerved to avoid her as 
they hurried out. 

But a former schoolmate, Natasha Dunn, 
19, said Benne-Dean was “a hero", before 
correcting it to "or heroine’, I should say". 
"I knew her as a very unhappy boy at school 
- she looks and acts much better now," said 
Dunn. "And she’s brave - I’ve known other 
transsexuals in small towns like Rustenburg 
who have killed themselves because they’re 
told they’re so terrible all the time. Benne- 
Dean was definitely meant to be a woman, 
and I should know - I’m gay." 

The youngest of four children, Benne-- 
Dean described her childhood as “a living 
hell". "School in Nigel was a nightmare - I 
was mocked constantly because I was 
effeminate and played no sport . . . I was 
only happy when living in a fantasy world 
with my dolls, but my eldest brother ridi- 
culed me and my father and other brother 
both confiscated them in their attempts to 
make me manly." 


But that brother, Piet Nel, 37, said he 
had recently accepted "Jannie" as his sister 
and he was ashamed about having stolen her 
dolls. "I was too young to understand, and 
Nigel is probably still too young," said Piet. 
"But my father has no excuse for the way he 
treats her - he’s a jerk." 

At 14, Benne-Dean finally confided her 
intentions to her mother, who immediately 
took her to a Springs psychologist, Dr 
Gerard Grundling, to be assessed. 

Although he refused to talk about her 
case, Grundling said: “A transsexual in a 


small religious community would face 
enormous pressures. There would be some 
moral issues that would be brought to bear 
on the individual that probably have nothing 
to do with science. Although it is rare, 
transsexuality is a real profile in which the 
core identity is different from the biological 
sex identity." 


ODOOODOODHHOOOOVOGO 
New Online Magazine 
Penni Ashe 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


[Received from Eddie Miller <emiller@- 
normaninstitute.org>] For immediate release Con- 
tact: (816) 960-7200 

New online magazine leads gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender individuals and 
their families towards life of authenticity. 


Gays, lesbians, bisexuals, transgenders 
(GLBTs) and the people who care about 
them have a new source to tum to for 
support and factual information. 


The premier issue of Authenticity, an 
online magazine, is now on the World Wide 
Web. The publication can be accessed at 
<http://www.Authenticity.org > . 


"Authenticity is the product of a collec- 
tive effort between individuals interested in 
communicating positive, practical informa- 
tion to others who are in the coming-out 
process," said David Jackson, editor of the 
magazine. 

The magazine features news articles and 
features of interest to the GLBT communities 
and regular columns addressing youth, 
family and spiritual interests. Readers can 
also send questions directly to the magazine. 
A recap of GLBT-related news from across 
the nation is updaicd weekly on the website. 


“When we began planning Authenticity 
we wanted to be a source of information not 
only for gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 
transgenders, but for their family members, 
too," said Eddie Miller, executive director 
and co-founder of the Norman Institute, 
which publishes Authenticity. The Institute, 
<http://www.Normaninstitute.org >, based 
in Kansas City, Mo., is a national nonprofit 
educational organization dedicated to 
providing factual information to individuals 
and families struggling with GLBT issues. 


In the online magazine’s premier issue, 
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readers will find features on a lesbian 
couple’s plans to have a baby; a look at 
orientational diversity; an examination of the 
need for legislation to address hate crimes; 
and a look back at lesbians who have helped 
to shape the past 100 years of world cultural 
history. News articles include a psychiatric 
group’s refutation of "reparative" therapy as 
a way to change orientation; a new study 
about the health concerns of lesbians; and a 
review of the Norman Institute’s accomplish- 
ments during its first year. 

There are also interviews with Kirsten 
Kingdon, executive director of Parents and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG); and 
with two United Methodist ministers, Jimmy 
Creech and Greg Dell, who confronted 
church doctrine when they perrormed same- 
gender commitment ceremonies. 


Among other features in Authenticity are 
the Open Door, a column by Dr. Terry L. 
Norman, co-founder of the Norman Institute 
and author of Just Tell the Truth: Questions 
Families Ask When Gay Married Men Come 
Out; The Spiritual Quest, a column dealing 
with the spiritual side of GLBT issues; and 
Spectrum Perspective, a regular column 
focusing on organizations serving the needs 
of GLBT minorities. 

"Our goal with Authenticity is to offer 
readers the highest and most accurate 
translation of how people may become more 
aware and accepting of people who share 
diverse orientational backgrounds," said 
Jackson. He added that in order for this 
exchange to happen, the magazine’s reader- 
ship also has a part to play in the content of 
what is posted. Submissions to Authenticity 
are invited and welcome. 


Informed Consent 
Penni Ashe 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 
{Robyn Serven <Rserven@mail.uca.edu> 

We would like to invite you to participate 
in a research study, The Social Experience 
of Mathematics among Gender-Variant 
Persons. 

For the purposes of this study, we are 
defining gender-variant individuals as those 
persons whose gender identity differs from 
their biological sex. 


Gulf Gender Alliance 


For many years, males have outper- 
formed females on standard math achieve- 
ment tests, such as the math portion of the 
SAT. 


Furthermore, males are more likely than 
females to choose careers in math and 
science. Numerous explanations, including 
differences in the brain, differences in 
abilities, differences in feelings, and differ- 
ences in treatment and expectations from 
others, have been offered to explain the 
different results from males and females on 
these tests. In turn, experiences with 
mathematics may influence the way that 
people see themselves. The purpose of this 
study is to look at those differences through 
the experiences of people who are especially 
aware of gender roles and behaviors. ‘That is 
why we are asking members of this list 
service to participate in our research. 


Please read the information in this letter, 
then, if you choose to participate in this 
research study, send us an e-mail requesting 
a password to our secure World Wide Web 
site where you can obtain the questionnaire. 
Please affirm in your e-mail that you meet 
the minimum age requirement of 18 years or 
older. Once you have the password, go to 
our World Wide Web site, and complete the 
questionnaire. Please note that you MUST be 
18 years of age or older to complete the 
questionnaire. Print and mail the question- 
naire. By responding to the questionnaire, 
you are giving your implied consent to 
participate in the research. 


You are under no obligation to partici- 
pate. The questionnaire is long and may take 
several hours to complete. It contains some 
questions that may seem very personal. We 
appreciate ali information about the questica 
topics that you are willing to share with us, 
but you may skip any question for any 
reason. 


Please be assured that we take confidenti- 
ality very seriously. 

We will remove all identifying informa- 
tion from your responses. 


We will also remove electronic responses 
from the Internet server and store them 
off-line in a locked drawer. You should be 
aware, however, that no Internet communi- 
cations are 100% secure. There is always a 
slight risk that the communication will be 


SS 


intercepted or viewed by an outside party. 
Questionnaire responses will be collected and 
stored in a locked cabinet. 


While you are unlikely to benefit directly 
from this research study, there are a number 
of indirect benefits to both participants and 
to society as a whole. Indirect benefits to 
both participants and society include in- 
creased knowledge of the effects of gender 
on the social experience of mathematics 
learning and, in turn, of the effects the social 
experience of mathematics on self-concept, 
self-esteem, and gender-identity. 

This information is useful to gender- 
variant individuals and to society because it 
may suggest methods of teaching and 
‘earning, raathematics tha: are more appropri- 
ate to girls, women, and gender-variant 
persons. It will also contribute to society’s 
understanding of gender identity and self-- 
concept. 

We are located at the University of 
Central Arkansas. We can be reached by 
mail, telephone, or e-mail: 

Dr. Debora Adler 

Dept. ATEL 

University of Central Arkansas 
201 S. Donaghey Ave. 
Conway, AR 72035 

phone: (501) 450-5473 

e-mail: deboraa@mail.uca.edu 
Dr. Robyn Serven 

Dept. Of Mathematics 
University of Central Arkansas 
201 S. Donaghey Ave. 
Conway, AR 72035 

phone: (501) 430-5667 
e-mail: rserven@mail.uca.edu 
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